HOW CAN WE MOVE TOWARDS BECOMING
A UNIVERSAL BROTHER?

1. by the awareness of our own biases and
prejudices, and the way we show them.
By being mission-conscious and generous in our donations to missionaries.
2. By extending our ministry beyond the
members of our congregation who are
comfortable and secure.
3. By tailoring our vacations to allow an
experience of the “third world” where
there is scarcity, and survival is the engine that drives daily life.
4. By living in simplicity, and avoiding what
is ostentatious or extravagant in our residence or the car we drive or the dress
we choose.
5. By curbing our speech and avoiding
such generalizations as “welfare
cheats”, “black bastards”, “scam artists”
and “leeches”, “illegal immigrants.”
6. By treating all people with courtesy and
kindness, and developing a blind eye to
those who seek to manipulate us in our
role as priest.
7. By learning a foreign language which
would assist us in our ministry.
8. By tempering our reactions to political
statements that would infringe on the
basic human rights of others.
9. By informing ourselves of the restrictive
ways of immigration and employment.
10. Getting an international perspective on
news by deliberately watching BBC or
other foreign broadcasts.
RHB

Jesus Calls:
Then the king will say to those on his right, “Come, you who
are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then
the righteous will answer him and say, “Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and
visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say
to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me.’

(Mt 25:34-40)

Brother Charles’ Response
We are all the children of the Most High. All of us: the
poorest, the most outcast, a newborn child, a decrepit
old man, the least intelligent human being, the most
abject, an idiot, a fool, a sometimes sinner, the most
ignorant, the last of the last, he who is the most physically and morally repugnant –– all are children of God
and sons and daughters of the Most High. God wants
his children to love each other in the same way a loving father wants his sons to love each other. Let us
love all human beings because they are our brothers
and sisters, and God wants us to look at them tenderly, and love loves them just as they are, because each
is a child of God who is beloved and adored, and because our Lord paid the price for their love with His
blood. They are covered with Our Lord’s blood like a
coat, for the love of God and Jesus extends to all to
the point of his being consumed for them in the sacrifice of Calvary. (OS 88-89) 15 Day of Prayer p. 52

My Response
Do I have difficulty accepting people who are different
from me? What is my relationship with family members and others who have offended me? Do I pray for
openness towards others? Do I recognize the call of
the Gospel to go beyond externals of people and
places?

UNIVERSAL
BROTHER
CONTACT
Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests
1420 Monte Sano Avenue
August GA 30904
Email: < Jesus.Caritas.USA@gmail.com>
Website: http://www.jesuscaritasusa.org/

HOW CHARLES FOUCAULD BECAME AN 'UNIVERSAL BROTHER’
"I want all those who live in this country, Christians,
Muslims, Jews and pagans, to think of me as their
brother, the universal brother. " To be a universal
brother became a great desire of Charles de Foucauld. But who is able to be a brother to every- one?
None of us would have to search very far before finding someone whom we would not wish to accept as a
brother or a sister.
Charles de Foucauld's desire to be the universal
brother, especially for the marginalized, didn't fall
from heaven; it came about by a progressive evolution. During a pilgrimage to the Holy Land he discovered Nazareth: 'God walked these paths. God became a worker at Nazareth; God became a brother'.
Charles de Foucauld valued the need to retire from
the world in order to live with "his well loved Brother
and Master Jesus." He entered the Trappists.
A visit to neighbors made him discover that these
people were poorer than the monks. During times of
persecutions, he realized that the walls of a
monastery gave security which Christian neighbors
of the monastery did not have. Charles expressed a
feeling of too much richness, of too much security. A
slow maturing made him want to account to God, to
bring peace and liberation to the world, to become
"brother" by becoming close to those who were marginalized and who were excluded by others.
This discovery caused Charles to make contact with
the world, so as to finally be close to his beloved
Master Jesus. Charles' monastery would be a hermitage and at the same time a centre of hospitality.
Already in November 1901, not long after his arrival
in Beni Abbes, 'The little building is called la Khaoua,
"the fraternity" because Khaouia Carlo is the universal brother. Pray to God that I will truly be a universal
brother to all in this country".
Charles de Foucauld's brotherly life here, as later at
Tamanrasset, is very diverse. He distributes food,

visitors, etc. Charles was truly their brother because
he shared their life. Even more so when, sick and
dying, he allowed himself to be cared for by some
Toureg women who saved him with goat's milk. He
came to understand that friendship and love between
brothers and sisters needs to be reciprocal.
Charles experienced the greatness of the Islamic
world which respects the enemy, the person, those
who are of no nation, no religion, the world where
true hospitality is practiced. Even more, he discovered people for whom God represented "all". In contact with the believing Muslims, he began to understand that God alone counts and that the life of a
human being is very simple, that it consists of giving
oneself completely to the Almighty. The witness of the
Muslim people burned in him like a strong fire.
Charles de Foucauld's desire to become a 'universal
brother corresponds to the image he had of God. He
knew that the way in which we approach our neighbors mirrors our relationship to God. The love of our
neighbor and the love of God are linked. During the
course of his constant meditations on the Gospel
texts, Charles continually found a humble God who
descended so low that all layers of humanity felt
drawn to Him. Meditating on the shepherds close to
the crib stamped this impression for him: Jesus himself chose his adorers! First he called the shepherds
- simple, poor people. This is the divine wisdom of
the goodness of my God! If you first called the rich,
the poor wouldn't have dared to approach you. Convinced of the need to stay at a distance because of
their poverty, they would have let the rich come close
to you, and they would have looked upon you from a
distance. By letting the shepherds come first, you
called all to come to you. By calling the poor first, you
showed them they were important to you, preferred
by you until the end of time. At the same time the rich
were also called.
In Jesus he found a God who excluded no one from
his love. This God gave personal dignity to each person. There was no special formula.

Meeting Jesus in the Gospel and in the Eucharist
led Brother Charles to meet him in his brothers... he
lived amongst the most deprived, sharing their lives.
As diocesan priests, we have to live this brotherhood if we are to carry out for all mankind that mission the Church as entrusted to us. On us depends
the preaching of the Gospel. it is by sharing the
lives of men and women that we learn from them
just what the love of Jesus means.In our turn we are
impelled by the Gospel to kindle in others the flame
of human brotherhood.
DIRECTORY Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests. p. 4

An evangelizing community knows that the Lord has
taken the initiative: He has loved us first (cf. 1Jn
4:19), and therefore we can move forward, boldly to
take the initiative, go out to others, seek those who
have fallen away, stand at the crossroads and welcome the outcast... An evangelizing community gets
involved by word and deed in people’s daily lives; it
bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces human life, touching the
suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus
take on the “smell of the sheep” and the sheep are
willing to hear their voice.
EVANGELII GAUDIUM Pope Francis para. 24
God's style is to name people, and in naming them
to recognize their worth. When you make that space
for a person, allowing them to exist in their own
right, you can surprise them by joy, and incidentally,
transform their assessment of the Church. If he
Church from the days of their primary school treated
them as one of series of mass either demnata or
redempta, but never by name, they will have small
love for her. They will see religion as dry duty, to be
performed out of convention or worse, fear. It will
never have occurred to them that under the dumb
fella of religion they themsel res can have personal
feeling, reactions that are wise, thoughts of value,
ideas worth listening to.
Tony Philpott, Brothers in Christ, p. 29

Excerpted from a website article UNIVERSAL
BROTHER: CHARLES DEFOUCAULD AND ISLAM
by Marianne Bonzelet

